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Being Family in Lockdown 
 

Welcome church family.  Thank you for taking a few minutes to watch the video 

 

As a leadership team we’re aware that our current situation is very challenging for many of us. 

It is our desire to help us navigate the challenges that we face now and in the coming days. 

 

 

Sunday Service update 
 

Thank you to all those who completed the ‘Sunday Service’ questionnaire a while back – the results were 

both informative and encouraging.  There were a range of helpful suggestions and opinions with the 

overwhelming response being very positive.  After discussion and prayer, we’ve decided to keep the current 

format as it is, with a few tweaks here and there, until the end of March when we’ll review again.   After ten 

months of producing services we’re getting better and more efficient, and with three of us now editing them 

it’s becoming less time consuming for each editor.  

 

Continuing with the services as they are will mean that we can begin to put more time and energy into an 

area that we believe to really important, and could possibly be a blueprint for future church life. 

 

 

Introducing ‘Being Family in Lockdown’ 
 

With the many varied and complex issues we’re facing as a community we want to explore how we can… 

 Encourage and support people in our real life situations. 

 Give opportunities for people to grow in our faith, that run alongside Life Groups and Sunday 

Services. 

 Provide ways in which we can contribute our skills and giftings for the benefit of all 

 Offer an open door for people outside the church to become involved 

 Decentralise activities so that the staff team won’t become a ‘bottleneck’ to body ministry 

 

 

We all have desires and needs, and we all have the ability and gifts that can meet the needs and desires of 

others.  This lies at the heart of what it means to be community. 

 

Our idea is to create a space where we can bring these things together in a variety of ways that will benefit 

us all. 

 

Imagine a diary that has multiple options for you to get involved in.  Some of these options may be with 

people you already know who have invited you to join them, others may be an opportunity to learn a new 

skill, join a prayer time or Bible study, or just hang out with a few people. Imagine that you have a skill you 

would like to share, a study you would like to do with someone, a service you feel you could offer, or some 

time you could set aside to encourage others. 

 

We’re aware that several of us are regularly contacting and doing things with others already which is great.  

Our intention is to create a simple, usable and flexible tool that will encourage us to be a bit more proactive 

in helping these ‘connections’ happen, and of finding a way of drawing more people in to create a network 

of likeminded Jesus followers. 
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As you will appreciate, our thinking has just begun in this area and I’m sure, with your help, will evolve over 

time.  We have severe limitations at the moment but hopefully new opportunities will open up in the future.   

 

So what could this look like? 

 

 

The proposed Church Family Diary 
 

We thinking that just as families have a ‘family calendar’ stuck to the fridge so that everyone knows what’s 

happening that day, we could have a calendar for the church family that could be used in a similar way. 

 

So how could this work? 

 

 Each of us could think and pray about our interests, experiences and giftings, and to consider 

whether God is prompting us to explore using these to benefit others.  It may be something we’re 

already doing or something new. It could be… 

 

 A social get together – coffee together, pub night, knitting circle, book club etc. 

 A time with God – prayer, Bible Study, meditation etc. 

 A skills workshop – song writing, bee-keeping, pottery, film editing etc. 

 An outreach – like the social, but intentionally inviting those outside the church.  A 

Scallywags type group? 

 A discipleship course you’ve found that you’d like to do with others 

 

 Then think and pray about someone (or a couple of people) you know who may like to join with you.  

If they agree then meet up and decide what to do.  What you’re thinking of may be a one-off, or for 

a specific period, or a regular activity.  If it’s something just the two (or three) of you would like to 

do, that’s fine.  Or you may only want to invite specific friends to join you – again that’s totally fine.  

There will never be any pressure up on you to do anything you don’t want to do. 

But if you were prepared to open it up to anyone in the church… 

 

 Then let one of the staff team know your idea and we’ll put it in the ‘Church Family Diary’.  Now 

others will be able to ‘pop in’ and join you.  We can’t promise the offer will be taken up, but if it is 

that’s great. 

 

 The diary is already on the bottom of the front page of the website.  At the moment it only includes 

Alpha and the Sunday Services.  We can also use other means to highlight what’s on (e.g. Weekly 

email news sheet, Instagram, Facebook etc.)  The activities can be arranged in ‘types’ so that you can 

easily see if there’s anything that appeals to you 

 

 To start with most of this would take place on Zoom.  If you were hosting the meeting, we would 

supply you with access to the church zoom account.  For ease of use all meetings would have the 

same zoom link. 

 

We’re sure you’ll have plenty of thoughts, ideas and questions – so let your creative juices start flowing! 

We’ve started compiling a list of frequently asked questions so if you want to add to this please ask away 

and we’ll compose a separate document answering all of them.  Looking forward to hearing from you 

 

Blessings from Phil and the Leadership Team 


